Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MANAMA 01404 291513Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CCO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO EB-07 H-02 INR-07 10-14 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 NSCE-00 SP-02 OC-06 PRS-01 SS-15 USIE-00 
USSS-00 SY-05 FAA-00 WRD-01 MCT-01 PPTE-00 SCSE-00 
SCA-01 SSO-OO NEAE-00 /093 W 

126627 291518Z/53 

P 291146Z JUN 77 

FM AMEMBASUY MANAMA BAHRAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC PRIORITY 4869 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI UAE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DOHA QATAR PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON UK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT OMAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT LEBANON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT KUWAIT PRIORITY 

UNCLAS MANAMA 1404 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS : PINT, PINS, CASC, QA 

SUBJECT : GULF AIR HIJACKING: IDENTITY OF HIJACKER 
REF : MANAMA 1 397 AND 1398 (NOTAL) 

1 . ACCORDING TO GOB ASST UNDERSECRETARY FOR CIVIL AVIATION 
(SAME SOURCE AS MANAMA 1397), HIJACKER WAS LEBANESE NATIONAL 
NAMED SAMIR MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN SHARARA, AGE 26, OF BINT JUBAIL, 

WHO MADE FOLLOWING DEMANDS: (A) THAT 

AMIR OF QATAR, SHAIKH KHALIFA, "INTERVENE TO SETTLE" 

LEBANESE CRISIS; (B) THAT SHAIKH KHALIFA GIVE HIM FIFTY 
THOUSAND DINARS; (C) THAT SHAIKH KHALIFA GIVE HIM RESIDENCE 
TO SPEND HIS LIFE IN QATAR AND (D) THAT HE BE ALLOWED TO 
ATTEND THE SOON-TO-BE OPENED QATAR UNIVERSITY. IN SUM, 

ACCORDING TO SHAIKH ISA, " A CRACKPOT". 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MANAMA 01404 2915 13Z 

2. ASKED IF ANY VIOLENCE WAS USED IN EFFECTING SURRENDER 
OF HIJACKER, SHAIKH ISA SAID HE DID NOT KNOW. HE ADDED THAT 
THOSE EXPERIENCED WITH HIJACKERS ASSUME THAT ANYONE WHO 
ASKS FOR MONEY WANTS TO LIVE AND THUS PROBABLY WILL NOT 
RESORT TO DESTRUCTIVE ACTS. 

3. HE CONFIRMED GULF AIR DIRECTOR'S INFORMATION (MANAMA 
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1398) THAT NONE OF CREW OR PASSENGERS WERE INJURED. 

4. BAHRAIN NEWS AT ONE O'CLOCK STATED THAT HIJACKER HAD 

ONE REVOLVER AND TWO HANDBOMBS AND THAT HE WAS OVERPOWERED 

BY QATARI SECURITY FORCES AFTER QATARI HEIR APPARENT 

SHAIKH HAMAD HAD CONVINCED HIM TO RELEASE CREW AND 

PASSENGERS. 

CLUVERIUS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 
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Concepts: AIRCRAFT HIJACKING 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Note: 
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Disposition Event: 
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Document Source: CORE 
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Drafter: n/a 
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Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770232-0368 
Format: TEL 

From: AMEMBASSY MANAMA BAHRAIN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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Line Count: 70 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 
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Message ID: 5a081b83-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 
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Previous Classification: n/a 
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